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height, and in order to fortify it all, it became necessary
to enclose the whole mountain to its apex.
There is a French corvette here, and I went on board
her this afternoon. She carries twenty-two guns, but I
think one of our 22's would soon dispose of her.
All this is very well, you say, but it does not advance
you towards Paris. No help for it, my dear. I was
obliged to stop until Saturday afternoon, or to go on the
same afternoon.
Saturday morning 28th. Yesterday I met Mr. Robin-
son, the Andover professor, who sailed from New York
the same day with us. He married you know in Germany,
and is now taking a look at Italy. He will call on. you in
Florence, and it will be well to be civil to her, as she must
be beginning to look on us as countrymen.
Had I gone on with a vitturino I should not reach
Nice any sooner than by going to-day. We shall arrive at
Nice Sunday evening at eight o'clock, stay there until
Monday noon and reach Marseilles Tuesday night or
Wednesday morning, I do not know which; one day at
Marseilles, one at Nimes, and 5 to Paris, or Wednesday
week. This will make fourteen days from Florence, but I
cannot go faster, without overdoing my work, and it is
best to see all I can conveniently now.—I shall endeavor
to push things hard at Paris.
Kiss all our babes for me, and exhort William to
endeavor to improve himself for his own good.
The weather is magnificently fine to-day, but as the
wind blows from off the Apennines, it is a little cool.
Adieu, my love; work hard, and remember that this is
the time for Sue and yourself to get your Italian.
Ever most affectionately yours
J. Fenimore Cooper.

